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BUFFALO TOPS SHOOTING

After losing her sister to

violenc

manda Drury
finds purpose in repairing
Power Wheels for kids whose

Jamilies can’t afford them.

Rajpreet Helr. Contributing writer

Three years ago, Amanda Drury had a
tree taken down in her front yard. She was
amused to hear a worker in the tree radio
down tohis crew, “Dude, she's gotlike amil
lion electric carsback there.”

Visibly shocked, a crew member replied,
“Teslas?”

From the tree, the man sad, “No, little
ones—aton of little onest™

Drury started repairing Power Wheels
ride-on cars shortly after she lost her ister,
Roberta “Robbie” Drury, in the May 2022
Buffalo Tops grocery store shooting, a loss
which she describes as "a sudden, sharp
griet”

To process that pain, she wanted to do
something that would have a tangible, pos-
itive result — one that would beneftothers,

During the bereavement leave she took
from her job in automotive mechanical
sales, AmandaDrury came across herneph-
ew's broken Power Wheels Escalade in her
shed.
| She remembered Robbie enjoyed rid:
ing around on the cars with her nieces and
nephews. Robbie connected well with chil-
drenand was seen as everyone'saunt
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Amanda Drury, of Kirkville,
and giving away the electric ride-on toys
after her sister was killed in the 2022
Buffalo Tops shooting. Rajpreet Heir

She was the type of person who always
wanted to help others.

Instead of throwing the broken car out,
‘Amanda Drury decided o draw on her skills
tofixitand give it to her neighbor's child.

“Anyone can go out and raise money
and give it to someone else. I know I can fix
Power Wheels and make a difference,” said
Drury.

She requested Power Wheels donations
on Facebook, saying she would fix them up
for kids who would enjoy them and whose
families couldn't afford them.
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